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Prof. Young-Ki Paik

Prof. Young-Ki Paik is a biochemist and molecular biologist by training and has worked in the discipline of proteomics with emphasis on the cancer and metabolic disease for many years.  He earned his Ph.D. from the University of Missouri-Columbia in Biochemistry with the studies on cholesterol metabolism. While Paik continued his work on disease metabolism in Yonsei University he has accomplished several landmark works including his outstanding contributions to elucidation of the later stage of cholesterol pathway from lanosterol (cited in Biochemistry Textbooks, Voet & Voet, 3rd Ed, 2004) and identification of ferritin light chain as a biomarker of hepatocellular carcinoma using proteomics and genomics tools and discovery of daumone (dauer-inducing pheromone), which regulates aging of C. elegans (Jeong et al., 2005, Nature, 433, 451-455).  Paik has been co-inventors of numerous United State Patents and Korean Patents that deal with many innovative new technologies and drug development.  

As director of the Yonsei Proteome Research Center (YPRC) (www.proteomix.org), the first proteome research institute established in Korea in 1999, and its sister center Biomedical Proteome Research Center (BPRC) established in 2003, he has demonstrated an outstanding leadership in managing diverse teams of research scientists on an international scale in handling many complex problems ranging from the research projects to daily operation of administrative works. 

Paik is now president of Human Proteome Organization (HUPO, 2009-2010) after finishing off his duty as VP and Secretary General for 7 years from 2001 to 2008.  Paik, along with Asian-Oceania colleagues, has initiated a creation of AOHUPO and he is also serving as president for this organization.  He has also been serving as the Inaugural President of the Korean Human Proteome Organization (KHUPO, >900 members), which was established in July, 2001 as the first HUPO regional society. He has published more than 100 peer-reviewed international journal papers. Paik is senior editor of Proteomics journal and editorial board member of several other journals.  

